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"Finally yon threaten, if I refuse compliance, to lead
against me your armies in person. I am making ready to
receive you well and win your esteem, by showing you with
what valour the bravest nation in the world can defend
themselves against those who attack them unjustly. Above
all I put my trust in Almighty God, before whom the
strongest armies are as the straw which the wind blows
away, My hope is that He will favour the justice of our
cause. I have indeed heard what happened at Bassein,
but Bassein was not defended by Frenchmen."

The tone of this letter so surprised Raghuji Bhosle that
he sent to Pondicherry an envoy, nominally to repeat the
warnings that his letter had conveyed, but really to
ascertain what it was upon which M. Dumas relied for a
successful defence against such overwhelming odds.'
M. Dumas received the envoy with that exquisite politeness
which is the national inheritance of the French people,
shewed him his piles of stores, his ramparts bristling with
guns, his French soldiei'S and his drilled sepoys. He then
told the envoy that so long as one Frenchman still lived,
the French flag would fly over Pondicherry, "II your
master," added M. Dumas, "hopes to find in our town
mines of gold or silver, tell him we have none. But it is
rich in iron and that iron we are ready to use against all
comers." To soften the asperity of the reply, lie gave the
envoy ten bottles of Freneh. liqueurs by way of a present
to Raghuji Bhosle. Raghuji, Bhosle passed them on to his
wife, Although Hindus of all classes are forbidden to
touch spirits, Marathas do not obey the prohibition with
the same strictness as Brahmans; and the insinuating
Frenchman had disguised the alcoholic nature of the
liqueurs under the insidious name of "Nantes cordials/*
Raghuji's wife tried the liqueurs, then tried and tried again.
Nor will it surprise any one acquainted with their taste,
that the more she drank, the more she liked them and
saw with increasing dismay their rapidly approaching end.
She implored, nay, insisted that her husband should obtain